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AFRUTIE T 4 U B Ofililkts (Silay Institute) 255 E ORI, HlEEER X6 E Lz,
ZDONKERITLET,

The Principal, Mr. lwamoto, Chief Kawai, Vice Principal,
faculty members, students, friends,

Good morning! Congratulations on your opening ceremony.
It is with great pride and honor that | stand in front of you this
morning to witness this ceremony. Since | was a child, it had
been my dream to see your most cherished blossoms, the
Cherry Blossoms — your Sakura!

Indeed, you are so blessed to have these wonderful flowers

that signal the start of spring!

What a beautiful phenomenon!

Spring has always been my favorite season, even if our spring in the Philippines is not as
beautiful as yours. It is the harbinger of new beginnings! It is the symbol of hope... of a new life...
of another great beginning. In a way, spring is also the symbol of the partnership that our
schools have.... the partnership that has opened new gates of opportunities, for our students

as well as yours.

In today’s world, it is very necessary for students to face the challenges that await them globally.
To do such, there is a need to explore the world outside our comfort zones. Getting into this
partnership has enabled us to be globally competitive and to explore the world that is offered
by our ASEAN Brothers. It also enabled us to practice our capacity to understand the cultures
of our neighboring countries, like your country, Japan.

As we embrace these challenges, it is also important for us to open our minds in the function
of language, in this case, the importance of the universal language which is English. The point
of studying English then, is an ingredient of our global competitiveness. But studying the English
language is not only centered in grammar. It is also focused on our ability to speak and
communicate. To be able to do so, we have to reinforce one of the macro skills in Communication
which is, listening. The art of speaking lies more on the art of listening. For us to be able to say
the word, we need to listen, not just hear. Listening involves proper understanding and
comprehension of what is being said.

At Silay Institute, our focus is in the development of the 4 macro skills in communication — writing,
reading, speaking and listening. Our idea of studying and teaching the English language is not
centered on semantics, but on the whole context of communication skills. And we also believe
that to be able to teach the language, we must practice it. Hence, we practice what we preach.
We use the language... and we learn to love it so we could spread it. This is a legacy that lives

in our hearts. With our Sister School Agreement, we are in full confidence that this legacy will
also be yours to take.

We take pride in our culture, and we appreciate yours. The exchange program that we now have,
has given us not just a glimpse but a whole gamut of exposure to the culture and lifestyle that our
Japanese brothers live. On our part, we want to offer our school and expertise, however menial,
and invite all of you to come visit our country and experience our hospitality. Again, with grateful
heart, | reiterate my appreciation for all Nihon Fukushi University Affiliated High School has done
for us. We hope to bring the same to you. Thank you
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