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Participatory Development
Introduction to Participatory Approaches for Development and Empowerment
(April - September 2023)

Objectives

Participation has been one of the key terms widely used in the development field for last two
decades and more. It has been very popular among the big donors, grassroots organizations,
governmental organizations, civil societies, academic institutes, and so many other actors who
work for ‘development’. However, the term participation is defined in different ways by its
different users. Likewise, a big blame to its users is that they seek ‘people’s participation' in
development process in order to fulfil own agendas over the people.

However, it is true that no development can take place properly without active participation of
the local people. People's active participation is required not to implement already planned
project by the outsider-organizations but from the very beginning of the development-planning
phase. It is local people's rights to think, plan and act for their development, which affects their
lives and conditions. In addition, it is their responsibility as well. Development planning must
be based on the local cultural context. Only the local people know better about their cultural
context, not the outsiders. It is therefore, the main actors of development should be the local
people themselves, not outsiders. Outsiders; both individuals and organizations can play the
role of facilitators with some technical and other necessary supports.

Communication plays a vital role to generate an appropriate coordination among the people
and between the outsiders and the local people in order to understand the local realities as well
as to think and plan for the betterment of the community. However, community consists of
people from different caste group, different language users, different well-being categories,
different education status, different level of exposure and with many other differences and
diversities. Only one model of communication therefore does not work to generate participation
of the people with different backgrounds. Various communication methods and strategies are
required in order for having people’s participation in the development process. Facilitators must
be aware of this reality and must have capability of using proper communication with the local
people; mainly with the marginalized section who are often isolated even from the so-called
'participatory development process'.

The emergence of participatory rural appraisal (PRA) in the beginning and now widely used
term participatory learning and action (PLA) as an approach with the objective of creating
effective communication among the marginalized section people. Many tools of PRA/PLA
have been developed, which help even illiterate people to participate in the social analysis
process of the community and plan for the change.
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Organization of Class Session

The course includes comprehensive readings. Students have to participate in interactions
(through NFU's wall) to gain theoretical knowledge on participatory development and some
participatory methods, which can be applied to materialize participatory development process.

A. Immersion (introduction) among the students and lecturer

1. Introduction with students

2. Introduction of the course contents

3. Collection of expectations from students
4. Introduction of “evaluation method”

B. Brief history of Development Discourse

o Various definitions of development
e A brief history of development discourse
o Sustainable development goals (discussion on its relevance)

Readings:

1. Rist, Gilbert (2008), The History of Development: from western origings to global
faith (3rd edition) (London: Zed Books).

2. Scachs, (2000) (eds.), The Development Dictiotionary: A Guide to Knowledge as
Power, New Delhi: Orient Longman

3. Rapley, J. (2000), Understanding Development: Theory and Practice in the Third
World, New Delhi: Viva Books.

C. Participation and Participatory Development

e Meaning and importance of participation in development process

o Level and types of participation

o Description of participatory development and its characteristics

o Participatory project cycle and roles of development facilitators
Readings:

1. Chambers, Robert (1997a), Whose Reality Counts? Putting the first last (London:
Intermediate Technology Publications).

2. Cornwall, A. & Pratt, G (2003), Pathways to Participation: Reflections on PRA,
London: ITDG.

3. Nikkhah, Hedyat Allah and Redzuan, Ma'rof (2009), 'Participation as a Medium of
Empowerment in Community Development’, European Journal of Social Sciences, 11
(1), 170-76.

D. Methods for Participatory Communication

e PRA/PLA tools
e FGD, Interviews, and Observation

Readings:
1. Kumar, Somesh (1996), 'ABC of PRA: attitude and behaviour change', PLA Notes,
27, 70-73.
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2. Pretty, N. Jules et all (1995), A Trainer's Guide for Participatory Learning and

Action, London: IIED.
3. ABC of PRA: Attitude, Behavior and Change: a report on South - South workshop on

PRA: attitude and behavior.

F. Exam
Instructor will examine students' capability based on their participation in the wall.

3/3



2023 FEE R

B4 B SERES 2 Bfr
BLE TEH Ez
JT—< B S DB OHG & HiE
<F—U— K>
fEuk L B ORE . HIEDORM., BV, T X —L LTOWEE
<N DEH) >
EEICHIE SN REARCRZENER T A2 EEMEO % < 1X, $ICEEFED
Tl DRSO RE R 2 B A LTV D, FHUE, L co AR R #E, AT REEE
DHSHINSL, F L THEHIOEROHE L SI2b B 65, ZOEE Tk, fEDX
BB ¥ v TRV LARE, FMOARFE V- Az AT, EREREL, AOE
DT 7 arE NS, AEBBOEEERTH 5G] EF20XBEOHEES
5o I BT, FNLBEEGOT D720 ORI L HFZEE DFENZSOWNT, WL DD
BEEIT,
<FEBRE>
@Ak & B A T DB BI R OHGRR A Z S L L BIZ, b E
ELHTEELRERICOWTOREEZRED S, ZHEAOT7 —V FIOGHTHZ L
Z BT,
%51 [\ AE (THAL) OEHBEOEN
Fo2~4lm  F1E BUALEERR EWIE (XA N BRI E)
O~7 vDBERY: @AV OEY @7 nDEKE
¥5~6[m FEIE (S OBERE FIE (FA MERM  SAEE)
REOYTHA VO TFOEREZEY—7 | OBYE
257 5] F10FE2 [72E 0 & -3 V)
W5E HIESHEAMEIC L D85 K
BED RO E BT — 7 | OFEENE O BR
EHA % 8 A FI10E 1 HIEICB T D EAEESBER O ER
Ho~10[m] Fl12=mE T Hx—L L TONEE
BE Howm FTrEx—LLTORHEER
%11 (A H5 i HIE D & T g Al DB 3S
B WS TEAR S oMEutILRFIE 7 e o= 7 bORER & RE)
%12 [H] %13 2= HIFEREUEDORRE R L gkt B %
H13~14[n] HE11Em L LTo [AXHE) - B & EEO B2
% 15 [A] % & OO E
FUPBONE | 72 b ancEE LT S
;%ﬁ‘g Hitsk £ 3B 5
=% 2k FEYO /B 2 IR RZE/ S AT SR (2013 4F) THEatEE DBR%E « O & X
Bo—rs (x0T 7ERE) 4500 4
SEHR EBF 2 (2020) [HuEE AR~ R A o b -l fE Al & OFREE SR RH] ] (A 2ER)
ﬁﬁﬁgg"* VTR HESE~OMBBIE (40%) WAL H— L (60%) |2k 1 3L £+

11



