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Overcoming Obstacles

The 2017 Malaysian Fieldwork program took place from
Sunday, February 11th to Monday, February 26th, 2018.
Our group consisted of 13 students from the International
Welfare Development IWD) faculty and one care taker.
This program gives students many opportunities to grow
as responsible members of a global society. The program
consisted of lectures, visits to a variety of organizations,
companies and places of cultural significance, and
activities with the USM buddies. In addition, they tried
traditional art activities. Through this experience, our
students were able to widen their perspective; come to
better understand, through direct

Interaction, foreign cultures, and

their place in a global society

as well as develop the skills to

interact within foreign cultural

surroundings and communicate

their thoughts and ideas clearly.

The students said that they
now have a much better idea
about the lifestyles and customs
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of Malaysia from their home stay and other activities.
They feel they have a basic understanding of the history
of Malaysia and have gleaned some insight into how such
a diverse soclety of people can live and work together in
harmony from the lectures and visits. The many occasions
where they communicated with their host families and
with the USM buddies also tested the limits of their
English and showed them where they need to improve in
order to be able to function more successfully in a foreign
country. Finally, and most importantly, they have made
friends and developed bonds with many Malaysian people.
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| My experience of studying abroad in Toronto

I studied in Toronto at a language school called
“OHC” (Oxford House College) for approximately
11 months to improve my English. When I started
at this school, it was really hard for me to have
a conversation with people from other countries
because my English skills were poor, especially my
speaking skills. I didn't have any confidence at all
and became homesick twice due to feeling alone.
However, I knew that I was there with the purpose
of devoting all my time to studying and improving
my English, I stayed strong. I committed myself to
studying English after school everyday, and as a
result I was able to improve my skills and, thankfully,
able to make a multitude of friends. I have learned
many new things about the cultures and languages
of other countries. If my parents hadn't agreed to
let me go abroad. I wouldn't have been able to have

EfEURREFSH 3 E AR KRR EFESFFR)

so many wonderful experiences. I am so grateful to
them.

My story hasn't
finished yet. I
have begun a new
life at university.
I might struggle
with many things
but I will never
give up. One of
my aims is to
achieve a high
score In the
TOEIC exam
before graduating
from school. T will
do my bestl!
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