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10-Days Meaningful Journey of
World Youth Meeting 2012

Ratanaksamrith You
Royal University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia

World Youth Meeting 2012 - 7th and 8th August 2012
In my group, there are 4 members. Two of them were
Nihon Fukushi University students, and the other was
a student from Institute of Technology of Cambodia.
Actually, our group had already discussed some of the main
points in the presentation outline before arriving Japan.
We communicated through email, Skype and Facebook.
My team members were very active, hard-working and
cooperative. However, there was language barrier that each
member found it hard to display his or her opinion using
the right words to express. Despite the difficulties, the
progress was not staggering, and we managed to get over
it successfully. Generally, in discussion, there is always
conflict of ideas, and so did our group. Nevertheless,
we overcame it by learning from the lectures made by
professors from famous universities and high schools. We
learnt how to collaboratively solve conflicts where everyone
is a winner, and my group successfully did it. Moreover, we
also learnt how to live in intercultural environment. This
was really critically important because participants from
different cultures generally cause controversies. The result
was incredible. Everyone became intertwined with one
another like siblings.

In the early morning of the day, everyone woke up with
excitement and nervousness, including me. I finally
arrived at the most exciting moment of 10-days Journey of
WYM. The hall was incredibly surprising. Big audience
made the stage even more exciting. The arrangement was
perfect. Many programs followed the opening remark
were really interesting. What made the event even greater
were presentations made by various groups of different
universities and high schools from different countries

across Asia. Their contents and performances were
informative and amazingly fascinating. I really learnt a lot
from those presentation that I thought I could never have
another chance to learn such unique lessons ever again. My
group presentation did well to what we expected and we
got Platinum Award. To my point of view, I would evaluate
my group presentation 99 out of 100 because not only that
our performance went well, but also tight cooperation and
teamwork that my team embraced. Moreover, presentations
made by professors were really enlightening. We saw
our strengths and weaknesses through their lectures and
feedbacks. Furthermore, we were really inspired by them
to commit ourselves for improvement in the future, and
hopefully, for World Youth Meeting 2013.
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Group photo after the presentations

World Youth Meeting 2012 theme was “Strengthening
Connections to the Future”, and we really did it. During the
event, | made a lot of friends from Japanese high schools
and universities. We left our memories by exchanging
written messages. Each participant tightened their
connections and these connections would last not only
today but forever. I am still contacting them everyday now.
Not only that, sincere thanked to Professor Kageto, I was
introduced to many remarkable leaders and professors from
big companies and famous universities. I knew a lot of new
people in just 2 days. It was extraordinary. World Youth
Meeting 2012 ended with joy and memory.
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Group photo after the presentations

Conclusion

World Youth Meeting taught me a lot. First, in private
sphere, I was improved by inspiring lectures and I learnt
many new things from the WYM presentations. Second,
not only me, but also everyone were able to have a chance
to experience intercultural environment. We shared
experiences in our cultures, and we learnt so much from
one another. Thirdly, everyone learnt how to collaboratively
solve any conflicts despite their differences in nature.
Fourth is public speaking. This was my first time on stage
to do a presentation to a very big audience. I became more
confident when speaking on stage. Moreover, I learnt a lot
from professor how to make a good presentation and to be
a great presenter. Fifth is my understanding about Japanese
culture. Participants had chance to explore the beauty of
Japanese culture through homestay, seminar house, Japanese
inn, and sightseeing that displayed vivid living environment
in Japan. They were able to see things that were totally
different from their countries. After experiencing them, I
felt in love with Japan and Japanese people. Last but not
least, the most important one is connection and friendship.
Tightening international cooperation between educational
systems of different nations was one of a remarkable
achievement. I was really glad that I met new people at
WYM2012, and especially, my new friends at Nihon
Fukushi University. They made me felt like home and gave
me so much to remember. I wished our time together were
longer. I love them!

I left Japan with many unforgettable memories. I was so
sad that it ended so quickly, but I hope I will have another
chance to join World Youth Meeting, hopefully I have more
time, and meet my lovely friends and professors at Nihon
Fukushi University again. After arriving in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, I shared my exciting experience to my friends
and other people,telling them how wonderful World Youth
Meeting was. The meaningful memory of World Youth
Meeting 2012 had big impact on my life and it lives in me
forever. Joining it was a milestone in my history. Next year
is going to be more awesome!

THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN.
Report on World Youth Meeting 2012
University Sains Malaysia

Noor Afigah Md Noor
The theme of this year’s World Youth Meeting
was “Strengthening Connections Into The Future.”
We started discussion about the theme with our
counterparts in Japan from Penang, Malaysia through
the internet. Communication was made through the
use of emails and that was how we decided to come
up with a topic. Both sides discussed and agreed on
having “Communication Towards World Peace” as a
topic. From there we started with the research and
also distributed questionnaire to students from Nihon
Fukushi University and University Sains Malaysia
to get data’s and a student’s point of view on the
topic. It was difficult at first to get questionnaire to the
students form University Sains Malaysia as at the time
of the preparation the university was already on their
semester break. But at the last minute it all worked out
well .
It then came to the day of the World Youth Meeting; our
group will be the last presenter of the last day. It was
really nerve racking being the last presenters. All the
participating university and schools gave such a great
presentation. The topics of their presentation were all
relevant to the theme and it was really interesting to listen
to all of their presentation. Our presentation went well and
got good comments from the judges, we were all very
happy after the presentation as we had given our best.
We received the Platinum Award for our presentation.
| think our collaboration of the groups went really well. |
really appreciated all the hard work and effort that my team
members and also the steering committee of the world
youth meeting have done. | left Japan with a heavy heart
saying farewell to new acquaintance, new friends and a
new family. But | leave with amazing memories that | will
forever keep inside my heart. Thank you Japan for your
warm and beautiful people, amazing views and breath-
taking scenery. You are indeed an amazing painting in the
beautiful art gallery that | call world.
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